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A BILL FOR AN ACT 
RELATING TO THE STATE BUILDING CODE. 
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[+]§107-25[+] State building code; requirements. There is 

established a state building code applicable to all construction 

in the State of Hawaii. The state building code shall include: 

(1) The latest edition of the state fire code as adopted 

by the state fire council; 
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(2) The latest edition of the Uniform Plumbing Code, as 

copyrighted and published by the International 

Association of Plumbing and Mechanical Officials, 

including its appendices; - and 

(3) The latest edition of the International Building Code, 

International Residential Code, and the International 

Energy Conservation Code as published by the 

International Code Council[+ 
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[+I S107-28 [+I County building code authority t o  amend the 6 

7 state model building code without state approval. ( a )  For any 

8 s t a t e  b u i l d i n g  code adop ted  by t h e  s t a t e  b u i l d i n g  code c o u n c i l  

p r i o r  t o  J u l y  1, 2 0 1 2 :  

- (1) The  gove rn ing  body of  each  coun ty  s h a l l  amend t h e  

s t a t e  b u i l d i n g  code a s  i t  a p p l i e s  w i t h i n  i t s  

9 

10 

11 

r e s p e c t i v e  j u r i s d i c t i o n ,  i n  acco rdance  w i t h  

s e c t i o n  46-1.5(13), w i t h o u t  a p p r o v a l  of  t h e  

12 

13 

14 c o u n c i l .  Each county  s h a l l  u se  t h e  model codes  

and s t a n d a r d s  l i s t e d  i n  s e c t i o n  107-25, a s  t h e  

r e f e r e n c e d  model b u i l d i n g  codes  and s t a n d a r d s  f o r  

15 

16 

17 i t s  r e s p e c t i v e  county  b u i l d i n g  code o r d i n a n c e ,  no 

l a t e r  t h a n  two y e a r s  a f t e r  t h e  a d o p t i o n  of  t h e  18 

19 s t a t e  b u i l d i n g  code.  

20 [b] (2) I f  a coun ty  does  n o t  amend t h e  s t a t e w i d e  model 

21 code w i t h i n  t h e  two-year t imeframe,  t h e  s t a t e  

22 b u i l d i n g  code s h a l l  become a p p l i c a b l e  a s  an  
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1 interim county building code until the county 

2 adopts the amendments. 

3 (b) For any state building code adopted by the state 

4 building code council on or subsequent to July 1, 2012: 

5 (1) The governing body of each county shall amend or 

6 opt out of the adoption of the state building 

7 code as it applies within its respective 

8 

9 

10 

11 

jurisdiction. Each county shall use the model 

codes and standards listed in section 107-25, as 

the referenced model building codes and standards 

for its respective county building code 

12 ordinance, no later than two years after the 

13 Dublication date of the latest versions of the 

14 national building codes identified in section 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

107-25 unless the county opts out of adopting the 

state building code. 

(2) If a county does not amend the statewide model 

code within the two-year timeframe, the state 

building code shall become applicable as an 

interim county building code until the county 

adopts the state building code or opts out of 

adoption. 
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t h e  legislzture, Eo lzter thzr, twer,ty dzys  p r i o r  to thc 

F'.lbll=tlo= dzte  - 
SECTION 2. Statutory material to be repealed is bracketed 

and stricken. New statutory material is underscored. 

SECTION 3. This Act shall take effect on July 1, 2012. 

INTRODUCED BY: %?=b@-* 

BY REQUEST 
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Report Title: 
State Building Code 

Description : 
Abolishes the State Building Code Council, provides for a 
transition from the current to the new proposed law, and 
requires the counties to adopt building codes with their 
revisions or opt out of adoption. 

The summary description of legislation appearing on this page is for informational purposes only and is 
not legislation or evidence of legislative intent. 
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JUSTIFICATION SHEET 

DEPARTMENT: 

TITLE: 

PURPOSE : 

MEANS : 

JUSTIFICATION: 

Accounting and General Services 

A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO THE STATE 
BUILDING CODE. 

The purposes of this bill are to abolish the 
State Building Code Council, to increase the 
building code authority of the counties by 
allowing adoption of international building 
codes with or without amendment, and 
allowing the counties to opt out of building 
code adoption if they so choose making way 
for automatic adoption of international 
building codes within two years of 
publication date of the latest version of 
the model building codes identified in 
section 107-25, Hawaii Revised Statutes. 

Amend Part I1 of chapter 107, Hawaii Revised 
Statutes. 

Since the creation of the State Building 
Code Council (the Council), the Council has 
not received funding although Act 82, 
Session Laws of Hawaii 2007 (the Act), 
provided $250,000 (from the Hurricane Relief 
Fund) in funding and the identification of 
two staff (Executive Director and Executive 
Assistant). 

Because the Council has not received 
funding, it cannot achieve its statutory 
objective of adopting model building codes 
within 18 months of publication of the 
latest versions. Under the Act, it is 
necessary to adopt administrative rules for 
amendments made to the model codes that have 
been compiled by nationally recognized 
organizations such as the International Code 
Council, which incorporates input from the 
design professionals and the building 
industry. Currently, there is no staff or 
funding to coordinate the efforts to review 
the latest versions of the model building 
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codes, provide travel for neighbor island 
building officials (Council members by 
statute), provide for training for county 
and state building officials and members of 
the public affected by new building codes, 
and the preparation and oversight of 
adopting new or revised administrative 
rules. 

The proposed revision identifies the state 
fire and national model building codes and 
adopts them without amendment, at 
publication date, as the state building code 
and eliminates the 18 month State adoption 
period. The counties are provided the 
opportunity to make their own revisions 
within the two-year period currently 
provided for in section 107-28, Hawaii 
Revised Statues. The proposed revisions 
shorten the adoption period by almost half 
the time and reduces bureaucracy by 
eliminating the State Building Code Council 
and the need for additional administrative 
rules. Additionally, the proposed 
legislation shortens the state adoption time 
of national building codes enhancing public 
safety. 

Impact on the Public: Benefits the public 
through the quicker adoption of the basic 
model building codes by eliminating the 18 
month State adoption period. Currently of 
the four building model building codes, four 
with 2006 editions and one a 2008 edition, 
only the International Energy Code has been 
adopted by the counties. The counties have 
yet to adopt the International Building 
Code, National Electrical Code, Uniform 
Plumbing Code, and the State Fire Code. The 
counties are quickly approaching their two 
year mandatory adoption deadline (which 
range from January 2012 to April 2012). 

Impact on the Department and other Agencies: 
This bill will allow the department's fiscal 
office to focus on its core responsibilities 
by eliminating the overhead of administering 
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an unfounded Council whose objectives are 
county responsibilities (adoption and 
administration of building codes). 

GENERAL FUND : None. 

OTHER FUNDS: None. 

PPBS PROGRAM 
DESIGNATION: AGS-901 

OTHER AFFECTED 
AGENCIES: None. 

EFFECTIVE DATE: July 1, 2012 
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